








Her class also had the opportunity to visit an art exhibition of Vincent Van Gogh’s
work, led by D’Souza.. Jaiswal says this experience made her feel more connected to
her work. “This was memorable for me because it was not only about his art, but it
was even about his story, and his struggles,” Jaiswal said.

As the art program has grown, Akanksha has supported other schools that hope to
iImplement art classes into their curriculum. For example, Art teachers from Akanksha
have shared their curriculum with teachers from Khoj Community School in Mumbai,
of AFA’'s external partners, and helped with Art teacher training as well.

“It was such a hit that they came back to us the next year saying that they have
budgeted for an Art teacher because they knew we were there and would make it
happen,” Gupta said.

To acknowledge the hard work that students put into their artwork, Akanksha likes to
display the artwork; however, one difficulty is finding display space. To ensure that
those outside of Akanksha are familiar with what is happening in the school,
Akanksha has begun to sell some of the artwork. “People love it,” Gupta said. “When
you pick up a piece of art, [not only] is it just a beautiful piece of art, but there’s also
a...story there.”

To learn more about Art for Akanksha please visit www.artforakanksha.org
To learn more about Akanksha please visit www.akankshafund.org




